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2014 Flathead Reservation Community Bird Festival

On May 22rd 2014 the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, along with the Salish Kootenai College Natural
Resources Department and the Mission Mountain Chapter of Audubon co-hosted the 2nd Community Bird Day
Festival. Funding from The Cadeau Foundation made this event possible. The event was once again held on
the Salish Kootenai College campus in Pablo Montana. The campus is a beautiful location for an event, but we
also wanted to attract people who may have driven by 100 times but never actually stopped on campus. This
gave them a chance to come onto campus and experience the facilities as well as the beautiful bird displays.

2014 Event a Community Success!
The 2nd Annual Community Bird Festival was a great
success! We had more participation by community
members than we did last year. The first year we
anticipated approximately 200 people attended. They
year we saw a significant increase and estimate 400
people attended the event.
The event was held between a large conference room,
beautiful weather allowed us to utilize the outdoors
with live bird demonstrations from two local
rehabilitators, and the theater was again used to show
bird films, provide food, and crafts. This Bird Festival
rose from our desire to expand on an annual bird
poster contest we do with Reservation 3rd grade
classes. We wanted to showcase their artwork and
share our excitement about birds with a larger
audience. We made a larger spectacle of the student
poster contest and the winners this year by taking 5
minutes of festival goers time for us to explain what
the bird festival is about, announce the winners of the
poster contest, and thank the partners and the
attendees.
We have continued to pull in a wide variety of
community members (Native American and nonNative American) to this event. The representative
from The People’s Center said she talked to people
who said they have driven by many times and never
stopped because they didn’t think it was open to
“everyone”. She let them know they were welcome
and encouraged them to come by!
We spent a little more money on advertising this year.
Along with that we also contacted all the FREE
COMMUNITY EVENTS announcements on radio, public
TV, news channels, created a Facebook, and internet.

In an effort to further capture the Native American cultural
experience we secured an enthusiastic young Salish
speaking man whose hobby it is to know native bird names
in the Salish language. He was a great addition and we
hope that he continues to bring his fresh, enthusiasm and
willingness to share to the event in the future.

The Tribal cultural museum, The People’s Center, brought
their tradeshow display and tailored it to discuss the role
of birds in the Salish and Kootenai Culture. They were
enthusiastic about the event and appreciated the push to
create a new traveling exhibit.
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Modifications/Revisions
We had no modifications or revisions from the
original proposal. This year went wonderfully. We
added a funding partner, Mission Mountain Chapter
of Audubon.

We added face painting to event this year and was a
huge success. Little owl.

We have discussed potentially, in the future with
continued financial assistance and additional
partnerships, to change the festival into a WILDLIFE
FESTIVAL, in an attempt to keep the community
engaged with new information, as well as educating
people on larger human/wildlife conflicts we can
mitigate for increased public and wildlife safety.

Children making snowy owls out of pinecones and
cotton balls. Snowy owls are popular because they
have been wintering in our area the last few years and
have been a community spectacle.
People’s Choice Poster Contest winner and Bird Festival
participant.

Festival participants learning how to make crafty
felted birds.

CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Phone: 406.675.2700
P.O. Box 278
Pablo, MT 59855

http://www.cskt.org/birdday.htm

